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PRESIDENT Mugabe
and President Joaquim
Chissano have arrived in
Rome for the first direct
peace talks between Cde
Chissano and MNR lead-
er Mr Afonso Dhlakama
today,

Cde Mugabe, who flew
in from London yesterday
accompanied by the Mip.
ister of State for National
Security, Cde Sydney Sc.

cramayi, and the Minig.
ter uI'JusUcc, Legil and
Parliamcntary Affairs,
Cde Emmerson Mnanga-
gwa, will observe the two.
day face-to-face talks be-
tween Cde Chissang and

delegations
are already ip Rome
ready for their first direct
peace talks brokered by
Catholic Church and the
Italian government,

Peace talks under the
auspices of the Catholic
Church have been held
in a desultory fashion in
Rome for the past two
years,

On ‘arrival ip Rome,
Cde Chissang said he
hoped the talks starting
m——— "
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today would bring good
results “so that we can
have peace soon™.

He said Peace was
needed to enable aig to
be distributed throughout
the drought-stricken
country,

Mr Dhlakama hag also
expressed similar senj.
ments,

There is an atmosphere
of optimism among hoth
delegations (hug the
mcecting hetween (Cde
Chissano and My Dhla-
kama would lead to a
complete and concrete
ceasefire and an agree-
ment on two particularly
contentious issues — the
future Mozambjcan con-
stitution and the coun-
try's army.

The presence of Presj-
dent Mugabe at the his-
torical landmark talke be-
tween Cde Chissano arid
Mr Dhlakamy should add
weight to the apparent
common desire for peace
by both sides,

President Mugabe, who
has been instrumental in
facilitating the meeting
following direct byt sepa-
rate contacts with Cde
Chissano and Mr Dhla-
kama is attending the
talks as an observer, to-

gether with a representa-
tive from the Botswana
government as wel] ag
[talian negotiators and
other observers,

The meeting, the result
of long and Protracted
diplomatic efforts by sev-
eral Westem and African
leaders, including Pres;-
dent Mugabe whq is the
current chairman of the
Frontline States, is ex-
pected to signal the be.
ginning of an end to the
brutal and dcvast:—:l‘ing
banditry in J'\r‘[(rz;unl':ique,
in which more than one
million people have been

illed, another 4,5 mil-
lion displaced internally
and with another one-
and-half million having
been forced to seek ref-
uge in neighbouring Zj.
mbabwe, Malawi, Zambia
and South Africa.

“Themarebige ecta-
tions from our people and
we hope this meeting will
lead us to a quick peace,”
Cde Chissano sajcf)on ar-
rival in Rome,

In preparation for the
scheduled peace talkg be-
tween President Chis.
sano and Mr Dhlakama,
President Mugabe yester.
day evening held '3 45.
minute-long

Cde Jedquim Chissanc
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meeting with hig Mozam-
bican coun terpart,

The meeting, whijch
took place gt Cde Mu-
gabe's Rome Hotel, wag
the first of a string of
three Pre-peace talks cor,.
sultations the President
has had sinee he arrived,
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